variously coloured dense masses like clouds, and that it seldom or never is con verted into rain; actual rain beingan occurrence so rare in Peru, that, when it takes place, it is noted as an extraordinary event. It only dissolves into a sort of dew. The physical causes of this attenuated vapour are not well known. But they appear to be connected with the considerable elevation at which the winds from the South Pole and southwest meet the surface of the earth on the west side of the Andes.
But, whatever be the cause, it seems certain, from The annual number of deaths in Lima varies from 2,500 to 2,800.
In the ten months, from the 1st of January to the 30th of October 1841, 1586, 1630, 1687, 1713, 1746, 1806. There is reason to fear that in the course of a few years this city may be the prey of another such visitation.
The slighter shocks are sometimes accompanied by a noise; at other times they are merely perceptible by the motion of the earth. The subterraneous noises are manifold. For the most part they resemble the rattling of a heavy loaded waggon, driven rapidly over arches. They usually accompany the shock, seldom precede it, and only in a few cases do they follow it; sounding like distant thunder. On one occasion the noise appeared to me like a groan from the depth of the earth, accompanied by sounds like the crepitation of wood in partitions when an old house is consumed by fire. 
